
 
  

Year 5 Topic Friday Medium Term Learning Journey 

Spring 2020 

Topic Ground-breaking (ancient) Greeks 
 

Educational visits/visitors British Museum 

Focus text Greek Myths,  Percy Jackson and the lightening Thief Links with other subjects English: Myths,  Percy Jackson and the lightening Thief 
 

Key vocabulary D&T: join, attach, strengthen purpose 
 
Art:  Brush techniques, outline, stroke 

Key vocabulary History: ancient, civilisation, myths, empire, ruling system, democracy, Olympics, battle 
Geography: longitude, latitude, equator, hemisphere, arctic circle 

Focus 
artists/designer 

Exekias: Famous Ancient Greek vase painter   

 

Subject Focus Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 Week 7 Week 8 Week 9 Week 10 Week 11 Week 12 

History 
 

 
 

Ancient 
Greece 
a study of 
Greek life and 
achievements 
and their 
influence on 
the western 
world 

 

Who were the 
Ancient Greeks? 
 
Introduction of the 
Ancient Greeks. 
Timeline plot of 
beginning and end 
of Ancient Greek 
civilisation period.  

Greek Gods and 
Goddesses. 
 
Links with English 
texts    
 

Why were myths 
important to the 
Ancient Greeks? 
 
Links with English 
texts       
 

How did the 
Ancient Greek 
empire grow? 
 
 
 
 
Continuation of  
A G timeline 

What was the 
ruling system in 
Ancient Greece 
before and after 
democracy? 

Who were the 
most influential 
Ancient Greeks? 

How and why were 
the Ancient Greek 
Olympic created? 

What was the 
Battle of Marathon 
and why was it 
important? 

Was the Trojan 
War myth or fact? 

   

Geography 
 
 

 
 

Identify the 
position and 
significance 
of latitude, 
Equator, 
North 
Hemisphere, 
Southern 
Hemisphere, 
the Tropics of 
Cancer and 
Capricorn, 
Arctic and 
Antarctic 
Circle 
 

         To understand 
and locate the 
equator and north 
and      southern 
hemisphere. 
 
Children look at 
globes and learn to 
locate the north and 
southern 
hemisphere. They 
locate the Tropics 
of Cancer and 
Capricorn and the 
North and south 
pole. They learn 
why parts of the 
world have differing 
climates ,and 
compare climates in 
the London, Naxos 
Greece, Norway 
and Egypt. 

To identify the 
difference 
between longitude 
and latitude. 
 
Children look at 
world maps with 
longitude and 
latitude lines. They 
discuss ideas and 
learn why the lines 
are used. 

To use longitude 
and latitude to 
locate countries in 
the world. 
 
Children learn the 
significance of 
longitude and 
latitude. They locate 
the position of the 
UK and Greece 
using coordinates. 

D&T 
 Observe 

 Design 

 Create 

 Evaluate 

 
 
 
 
 

Technique:  
Designing 
and making a 
product that 
is fit for 
purpose. 
 
Outcome:  
To create a 
display plinth 
for a clay pot. 
 
 
 
 
 

       To know that a net 
creates a 3D 
shape. 
 
Children look at 
images of a variety 
of plinths. They 
discuss how they 
were made and 
joined. They 
investigate nets of 
cube/cuboid shapes 
and the use of tabs, 
for joining. 
 

To produce a 
labelled design for 
a display plinth. 
 
Children draw and 
label the net with 
tabs (and 
measurements) and 
design, for their 
display plinth. 
 

To accurately 
measure, draw 
and cut out a net 
to produce a 
cuboid. 
 
Children learn how 
to accurately 
measure and draw 
a net. They use 
their design plan to 
scale their net. 
 
Children use the 
tabs, to join and 
assemble their 
cuboid.  

To create a 
display plinth. 
 
Children use art 
straws to create the 
plinth ridges and 
card to create the 
overhangs. 
 
Children paint their 
plinths. 

Children place their 
vases on their 
display plinths. 
They evaluate their 
own work, 
identifying three 
positives and one 
improvement. They 
then evaluate the 
work of another 
child in the same 
way. 



 
Art & Design 
 Observe 

 Design 

 Create 

 Evaluate 

 

Technique: 
Sculpture 

Outcome: 

To create an 
Ancient 
Greek vase 

 

 

 

 

To record from 
first-hand 
observation.  
To learn about 
great artists and 
designers in 
history 
 
Children look at 
images of a range 
of ancient Greek 
vases and 
understand how 
were they made?  
Why?  Discuss the 
different forms and 
colours used. 
They learn about 
Execias, a famous 
A G vase painter 
 

To investigate 
materials and 
methods.  
 
Children experience 
and investigate clay 
using hands. They 
see the effect of 
overworking the 
clay using, and 
moistening/smoothi
ng with slip. They 
investigate and 
learn the effect of 
the  various clay 
tools. 

To design a clay 
vase. 
 
 
 
Children use their  
learning and 
experiences from 
the previous two 
lessons, to design 
their clay vase,  
focusing on shape, 
handles and 
Ancient Greek 
decoration in the 
style of Ezecias. 
 

To produce a clay 
vase. 
 
 
 
Children learn the 
coil pot making 
technique. They 
learn how to create 
the vase shape, lip 
and handles. 

To produce a clay 
vase. 
 
 
 
Children use skills 
learnt in previous 
lesson, to create 
their clay vase. 

To produce a clay 
vase. 
 
 
 
Painting the base 
colour for the clay 
vase. 
 
 
Children learn small 
brush techniques. 
They sketch then 
paint their designs 
onto their clay 
vases. 

To decorate a clay 
vase. 
 
 
 
Children learn small 
brush techniques. 
They sketch 
 
 
 
 then paint their 
designs onto their 
clay vases. 

     

 


